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prayed much, wore a rough hair-shirt made in the shape of a cross, spent
often whole nights in tears and prayers, especially before battles, and
gave to God the whole glory of all his victories. In his army he caused
an image of the Blessed Virgin to be carried, and wore another small
one on his breast, or sometimes when on horseback placed it on the
pommel of his saddle before him. From the spoils taken in war he con-
tributed in a truly royal manner to the rebuilding of the most stately
cathedral of Toledo, of which he laid the first stone. Several towns which
were conquered from the Moors he gave to the Order of Calatrava or
others, and to the archbishopric of Toledo, upon condition they should
defend them against the infidels. This is the origin of the great riches
of that archbishopric and of the military religious Orders in Spain.

St Ferdinand was marching to lay siege to Jaen in 1230 when he
received news of the death of his father, Alphonsus of Leon, and was
called by his mother to take possession of that kingdom, which from that
time has remained united with Castile. It cost him three years to settle
the affairs of his new kingdom; but in 1234 he recommenced his wars
against the Moors by the siege of Ubeda, which he took after having
spent the whole campaign before it. In the meantime, the infant Alphonsus,
with fifteen hundred men, defeated at Xeres the formidable army of Aben-
hut, King of Seville, divided into seven bodies of troops, each of which
was more numerous than the whole Christian army. From the deposition
of several prisoners and others, the Christians concluded that the apostle
St James had appeared at the head of their troops in the armour of a
knight, mounted on a white horse; and this victory cost the Christians
only the lives of one knight, who had refused to forgive an injury, and
ten soldiers. The joy of these victories was allayed by the death of the
virtuous Queen Beatrix, St Ferdinand's consort, who departed this life
at Toro about the beginning of the year 1236. The grief for this loss
did not long suspend his warlike operations; and whilst James, King of
Arragon, wrested from the Moors the kingdom of Majorca and that of
Valentia, he completed the conquest of the two Moorish kingdoms of
Baeza and Cordova. This last city had been in the hands of those infidels
five hundred and twenty-four years, and had been long the capital of their
empire in Spain, when St Ferdinand, after a long siege, entered it by
capitulation, on SS. Peter and Paul's day in 1236. The great mosque
was purified by John, Bishop of Osma, and converted into a church under
the invocation of the Mother of God, and St Ferdinand refounded there
a bishopric. The great bells of Compostella, which Almansor had caused
to be brought hither on the backs of Christians, St Ferdinand commanded
to be carried back on the backs of Moors.

In 1237, by the counsels of his mother, he married a second wife,
chiefly at the recommendation of his aunt Blanche, Dowager Queen of